July 2021

VOICE of FAITH
Vestry Updates Building Safety
and Public Health Policies

Sunday Worship
10:00 AM

Faith United Church of Christ
3307 Mulberry Avenue
Muscatine, IA 52761
Phone: 563-263-5979
Fax: 563-263-0305
www.faithuccmuscatine.com

FAITH U.C.C STAFF
Ryan Downing
Church Pastor

pastorryan@faithuccmuscatine.com

Phone: 319-594-2671

Lisa Allen
Office Coordinator
faithsecretary@machlink.com

Pat Mundell
Congregational Life Coordinator
pmundell@machlink.com

Beth Elshoff
Children’s Education Coordinator
bethelshoff@machlink.com

Congregational
Meeting - July 4
Immediately after Sunday
morning worship.
The Vestry is recommending
that the congregation
approve the use of endowment funds to repair and
renovate the flat roof on the
east side of the church
building (above the classrooms). This has been an
ongoing issue that we hope
to get addressed before
installing new carpet in the
building. Per our constitution,
this will require a congregational vote.

July 18th - VBS
“Wrap Party”
Ride the “Rocky Railway”
into the station on Sunday,
July 18, for an after-church
Root Beer Float social. This
is especially for the youth
as they wind down this
year’s VBS, but we’ll make
sure there’s enough ice
cream for adults also!

On Monday, June 14, 2021, the Vestry met and approved
amendments to our Building Safety and Public Health
Policies. As you’ll see, now that people are more and more
vaccinated, we are easing most of our former policies:
The attendance limits and registration process for Sunday
morning services have been lifted.
• Masks are not required for fully vaccinated people. For
anyone who is not vaccinated, including children, we
strongly encourage the wearing of a mask/face covering
whenever in the building. Masks will be made available.
• Please be considerate of others by maintaining at least 6
feet of distance.
• Fellowship time will be after church in the overflow room.
A volunteer will serve the refreshments individually.
• The drinking fountain will not be available for use. Congregants can bring their own water bottle.
• For now, the nursery will not be staffed but will be available for parents, if needed. The service can be heard in the
nursery.
• Hymnals and Bibles will be returned to the pews.
• Congregational singing will be reintroduced.
• Children will be invited to sit on the chancel for the Children’s Message.
• For now, instead of passing the offering plates, offering
boxes will remain in the back of the sanctuary.
• The liturgist will read from a separate microphone and lectern so as to avoid having to share microphones.
• For communion, the pastor and servers will sanitize their
hands. The pastor will hand out individual pieces of bread
and servers will distribute cups of juice by placing them on
a stand for congregants to pick up.
• If anyone has any announcements or prayer requests that
they would like the Pastor to share, please email the Pastor ahead of time or write them in the notebook which will
be provided in the back of the sanctuary. Also, if privacy
is a consideration, remember, our services are now on the
internet for all to see.
• For now, there will not be a children’s church; children are
encouraged to stay with their parents.
• Services will continue to be live-streamed.
• Hand Sanitizer will be available throughout the building.
• If an attendee tests positive for COVID19 within a twoweek span after having attended a service, then all other
attendees will be notified.
Please Remember:
•

•
•
•
•
•

Stay home if you are feeling bad, have a cough or fever.
Stay home if anyone in your household has tested positive
for COVID-19.
Stay home if you have nasal congestion or a scratchy
throat.
Stay home if you have a loss of taste or smell.
Do notify the church immediately if you attend a service
and then later test positive for COVID19
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Monthly Musings From Pastor Ryan
We are a goal-oriented and production-driven kind of people. There’s nothing necessarily
wrong with that, but we can easily become frustrated or flustered when we allow our
schedules to rule us. Prayer, however, is one way we have to stop and remember that as
important as work or parenting or the problems of the world are, we still also need a little
time with God. We still need some time to be reminded that God is always with us, and we
still need a little time to be reminded of our priorities in life.
Through prayer, we invite God into our lives, and in prayer, God holds us. God listens. God
comforts. God calls us out of ourselves and into a deeper awareness. God calls us to seek
the goodness all around us, to recognize it, and to help it grow. God is always at work, even
if we do not perceive it, even if our prayers seem dull, boring, and completely one-sided.
A busy schedule, all those home repairs, tragic headlines in the news, all that does not simply disappear as a result of prayer. That’s not how prayer works. But a little of our anxiousness
might fade away because of prayer. A little of our confusion might get cleared up. A little
of our fear or anger might be relieved. A little ray of hope might find us and carry us through
the day and towards a deeper and more open relationship with God and with others.
When we entrust ourselves to God in prayer, if even for just a small amount of time, we entrust ourselves to a love that is always and forever unconditional. We entrust ourselves to a
love that is equally extended to all people from all walks of life. We entrust ourselves to the
miracle of being offered a new way of seeing and relating to our world, no matter how
busy or crazy our lives may be.
Notice how I am not giving advice on how to pray or what is the best way to pray. Oftentimes when I ask people what prayer looks like for them, they respond in one of two ways:
“Prayer, for me, is a conversation I have with God” or “Prayer, for me, is me just listening for
whatever God has to share with me.” Either route is a good way to go because both ways
are filled with possibilities, and if prayer is about connecting with a God whose love is wider
and more abundant than we could ever possibly imagine, then the only advice I have to
give is to simply get started. Find some time to start that conversation or to just listen, and
then, let God do the rest.
- Pastor Ryan

Centering Prayer - On Wednesday, at 4:15 p.m., the sanctuary will be open for

our weekly centering prayer session. Even if you do not practice centering prayer, but you
would just like to have some quiet prayer time in the sanctuary, come on over! Face coverings will be required. The centering prayer session will also continue to be live-streamed
on the church’s Facebook page.

News From Around The UCC
Boulder church collects guns,
turns them into gardening tools
A Boulder, Colo., congregation is moving beyond thoughts and prayers to address gun violence. Called to action after a March 22 massacre at the King Soopers grocery store down
the block, Community United Church of Christ is transforming trauma by getting guns off
the streets. [To continue reading go to Boulder church collects guns, turns them into gardening tools - United Church of Christ (ucc.org)]

Crowds flock to rural county’s 1st Pride fest,
with Ohio churches’ help
Flags flew in stars, stripes, and rainbows as a librarian, two pastors, and a drag queen took
the stage on an Ohio family farm. Ashtabula County’s first-ever Pride festival was about to
get underway on Saturday, June 5. [To continue reading go to Crowds flock to rural county's 1st Pride fest, with Ohio churches' help - United Church of Christ (ucc.org)]
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Vestry Minutes from Monday, June 14, 2021
Attending: Mark Butterworth, Bill Creasey, John Elshoff, Alice Ganzley, Deb Hagy, Sue Johannsen, Julie Kundel, Jon Merritt, Mark Odell, Melissa Schumaker, Tim Stelzner, Rich Carroll,
and Pastor Ryan. Not attending: Scott Warren
Treasurer’s Report: Rich Carroll gave his report. It will be filed for audit.
Deacons’ Report: A meeting will be called later for stewardship.
Elders’ Report: Staff evaluations to reflect on the past year.
Trustees’ Report: There are many projects, they are listed in new business.
Pastor Report:
•

•
•
•
•

The pastor will be on vacation in July and August during the scheduled Vestry meeting
dates. In the past, July or August is skipped if the agenda allows. We will return to church
for meetings in the future when it is safe.
We received 4 new members in May.
We returned to in-person services on May 2nd with a live-streaming option. There was an
average of 34 people attending for in-person service in May.
As we move in the direction of in-person services, we will remember that no one became sick from gathering at Faith UCC. We showed our love through safety precautions.
John Elshoff said that the longer we use technology to stay together, the harder it will be
for people to return. Convenience cannot take the place of community. Many Vestry
members expressed a desire to open up the church and return to a more in-person
community. Live streaming will continue indefinitely.

Unfinished Business
1. Capital Improvement Planning Committee Updates. Downstairs restrooms – We have a
quote, and Sue Johannsen will follow up with Carver Construction. For Solar information
and reporting - Tim Stelzner will follow up with Moxie.
2. MCSA/First Presbyterian Housing Campaign – The pastor is in the process of contacting
Scott Dahlke, MCSA, to learn more about the housing projects offered in Muscatine.
New Business
•
•

•

•

•

•
•
•

Reviewed and updated Church Building Safety and Public Health Policies.
Proposal for Flat Roof Renovations with a schedule for a congregational meeting on July
4th. Mark Odell reported on a bid from Polyvinyl from Mt Vernon that is just under $25,000.
Will need congregational vote approval for the expenditure to pay with Endowment
funds.
Green Team regarding Green Energy Campaign and allowing a sign on church grounds.
The Green Team will write a Congregational Life Grant and return to the Vestry for approval before participating in the Green Energy Program at MPW.
Letter to Vestry – Pastor Ryan responded to ideas about systemic racism and white privilege. In our tradition the national & regional setting, we are in conversation with members & local churches, but it is not the final word for congregants. Pastor Ryan read to
the Vestry his response to the letter. We are grateful for the Pastor’s thoughtful response.
Rummage Sale – August 6 and 7, Vestry gives Harmony Guild authority to follow the Safe
Church guidelines and create protocols that will make them feel safe moving forward
with the Rummage Sale.
Use of Building –The Vestry would like more information from groups wanting to use the
church, who the leaders are, legal and insurance implications for Faith.
Purchase of a conference speakerphone for $107.00. This would be helpful for Vestry,
Adult Forum for anyone who is not in the room.
Summer Vestry meeting, will return to church for meetings in the future when it is safe.

Next Meeting August 9, 2021, at 6:30 p.m.
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News From Around The Church
Financial Secretary
Summaries

Weekly Church Calendar
Every Wednesday
4:15 p.m. - Centering Prayer
5:30 p.m. - VBS until July14th
Every Thursday
9:00 a.m. - Morning Coffee
Every Sunday
10:00 a.m. – Sunday morning worship

Pat Mundell will be sending
out the giving summaries in
July to show your current
total of giving and how you
stand with the stewardship
through the end of June. If
you have questions or do
not receive one by July 15th,
please contact the office
and we will inform Pat of
your needs.
Thank you for
your pledges
and offerings.

Special Calendar Events
July 4th - Communion
& Congregational meeting
immediately after the worship.

Faith United Summer
Worship Music Series



July 5th - Office closed in observance
for Independence day.



July 18th - VBS “Wrap Party” with Ice Cream
immediately after the worship.

Would you like to share your
musical talent for summer
worship music? If so, please
contact Pastor Ryan, Connie
Miller, or John Jones. Thank you!



July 21st - Deacon meeting at 1pm @ the
church



Note: There will not be a scheduled Vestry
meeting in July, The next vestry meeting will
be Aug. 9th. We will need two communion
servers from the vestry for Sunday, Aug. 1st.



A Message from the Green Team
Green Energy yard signs are now
available at the church. If you
would like a yard sign, you can pick
one up or let the Green Team know
and we'll deliver.

The Green Team encourages everyone to reduce,
reuse and recycle. Find
more information about
how you can be part of
MPW'S Green Energy
program by clicking here.

Devotional Booklets
Upper Room & These Days
booklets for July are available
on the table by the front door.

Our New Faith UCC
Website is Now Live!
faithuccmuscatine.com
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Faith UCC Community Outreach

Rummage Sale
August 6th and 7th
Harmony Guild will once again host an
all-church yard/rummage sale on Friday,
August 6th, 11 am - 5 pm, and Saturday,
August 7th 8 am-noon in the church
basement.
Donated items may be brought to the church beginning
Thursday, July 15th, and placed downstairs in the corner
by the piano. (The church is open from 10 a.m. until 4
p.m. Monday-Friday) If you have any questions, please
call Marcy Clausen at 260-2369 or Pat Mundell at 2611111. Covid precautions are incomplete at this time and
will be determined before the sale.

Do You Remember
When?
We had a LARGE fundraiser in 1999
for Mayflower Homes in Grinnell, Iowa. We were raising funds for their
new Health Center. The children
made items in their Sunday School
classes for weeks getting prepared
for this. We had bookmarks, homemade cards, snack mixes, painted
tiles; and the adults in the congregation also made handmade items too
- baked goods, stitched
items, towel holders, crocheted items, and many
more things to sell. It was so
exciting as our children
would see their items being
purchased and the tables
getting cleared of what
they had worked so hard
on. The pictures are during
Children’s Moments when
the children told about Mayflower Homes before the
“Big Sale,” and the other
picture is of some of the
things that were made.

MCSA Sponsors for July
July 4 - Pat Mundell in appreciation for Lisa and the work she does in the office
July 11 - Jim Trosen in appreciation of the ministry of Pastor Ryan
July 18 - Mike & Lanette Morgan in honor of all that accepted the call for community immunity
July 25—Donna Reed in celebration of the ministry of Pastor Ryan Downing
We still have these dates available for 2021:
August 29, September 19, October 10, November 14.
Look for availability on the signup HERE,
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Faith United Church Activities

Help Wanted in the Nursery
The church is in need of attendants
for the nursery in the near future.
The attendant must be at least 14 and have taken a Super Sitter class from the Y (class for
June is full - but watch Y website: https://www.muscatiney.org/programs/26/super-sitters/ for
the next available class). Additional requirements can be found in the attached job description. Please let the office know if you are interested in applying for this position.

Purpose
The Attendant supervises children kindergarten age or younger during worship or other
church events according to the standards of our Safe Church Policy.

Qualifications and Working Conditions
•

•

•

The Attendant must be a minimum of 14 years old, have completed an approved
Babysitting Class, and/or demonstrate the ability to provide age-appropriate childcare.
See the program here.
She or he must be willing to undergo a background check at church expense and become familiar with the Safe Church Policy. He or she must possess sufficient physical ability to lift or carry children up to 40 pounds.
The Attendant works indoors, largely in the Nursery Room as well as the Sanctuary during
Children’s Time.

Responsibilities
•
•
•
•
•

Observe & calmly interact with all children in the Nursery; record attendance by name.
Escort and help supervise children to and from the Sanctuary during the Children’s Time.
Assist children with toileting, diapering, and handwashing; distribute church snacks.
Notify ushers if extra assistance is needed; notify parents when a child has physical or
emotional needs; notify Elders of any ongoing disruptions.
Maintain order of the Nursery, including furniture and toys; disinfect recently handled
toys and tables with church-provided wipes.

Work Schedule and Compensation
•
•

The Attendant schedule for Sundays would be from 9:45 – 11:15 am or until all children
have been returned to their parents and at other church events as scheduled.
The Attendant is paid $21.97 per Sunday morning or hourly during special events.
Paychecks are issued on the last day of every month.

Condolences
To Jeff Bohling and family on the death of his mother. Linnie
Bohling, passed away on Friday, June 25, 2021at the age of
90. Memorials may be directed to the Island United MethodChurch or the Letts Fire Department.
Cards can be sent to Jeff and family
at: Apt. 402, 101 W. Mississippi Dr., Muscatine, Iowa 52761

Mike and Sue Johannsen have a new grandchild,
Elizabeth Dee Johannsen “Bette”, she was born
Thursday, June 24th. Her parents are Mathew and
Shelley Johannsen from Madison WI.

Congratulations!
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Faith United Members & Friends

JULY BIRTHDAY
CARD SHOWER
July 17 Connie Miller
2436 Sunflower Ridge
Muscatine IA 52761
July 17 Donald Johnson
2120 Fareway Drive
Muscatine IA 52761
July 28 Neal Kleindolph
1111 Lincoln Blvd.
Muscatine IA 52761
July 28 John Ritchhart
Radenwisch 63
22457 Hamburg Germany
July 29 Frantz Silberger
3404 Spinning Wheel Court
Muscatine, IA 52761
July 31 Judy Merritt
15209 316th Street W
Illinois City, IL 61259

JULY ANNIVERSARIES

JULY BIRTHDAYS

7/1 – Jim Butterworth
& Jennifer Ancell
7/2 – Jim & Janet Sichterman
7/7 – Doug & Kimberly Tooman
7/21 – Bob & Connie Miller
7/24 – Andy & Shawna Trosen
7/28 – Chris & Brianna Harvey
7/28 – Terry & Dawn Youngbauer

1 – Paul Ales
1 - Lauren Plemmons
3 – Marcy Clausen
3 – Amanda Rausch
6 – Kylea Estabrook
6 – Deb Hagy
7 – Cody Estabrook
7 – Madeline Hartman
12 – James Butterworth
12 – Lyndsay Welsch
13 – Kristin Ales
13 – Barb Bohling
15 – Cathy Deters
16 – Doug Krieger
17 – Lena Botkin
17 – Don Johnson
17 – Connie Miller
26 – Nick Sharar
28 – John Elshoff
28 – Neal Kleindolph
28 – John Ritchhart
29 – Frantz Silberger
31 – Judy Merritt

Please Keep in
Your Prayers
All who are sick or ill and all their
caregivers. Grace Duggleby,
Marletta Warren, Kathy Harris,
Sandra Roth, Lane Clausen, Carol Schlagenhauser, Margaret
Heerd, Kelly Ingstad, Bob Sharar,
Alan Arkema, Neal Kleindolph,
Bernard Roth, Mike Crahan,
Shirley Johnson, Murry Estabrook,
Barb Noble, Robert Meyer, Keith
& Nancy Stych, Marcia Wofford,
and Harold Wilson.

Thank You Notes to Our Members & Friends
•

•
•
•

•

•
•
•
•
•

•

Greetings Friends! On Behalf of the Conference, I wanted to send you a note of thanks for
your recent financial support of the OCWM, and other special offerings, for a total of
$1395.00 in May. Your generosity isappreciated! - In Christ, Rev. Kendy Miller, ACM
Thank you to Tom Emerick for being our Guest Speaker and Jon Merritt for being available
for emergency pastoral needs when Pastor Ryan was on Vacation. - Faith UCC
The family of Christine Weiershauser would like to thank you for the use of your parking lot
during her funeral and family get-together after. Thank you! - Weiershauser family
Thank you to Cindy Carver for the cookies and treats made to share with the congregation on Sunday, June 20th, they were enjoyed by all. - Faith UCC
Dear Friends, we would like to take a moment to thank you for your donation of $740.00
given to the food pantry, we will use it toward food for those in need in Muscatine County.
Your support also encourages us in our efforts to empower people to work out of poverty. Sincerely, Jennifer Leirness, MCSA Resource Development Officer.
Thank you to Beth Elshoff for bringing the VBS “Rocky Railway” Train to the Faith church
children, and thank you to all of the VBS helpers too! - Faith UCC
Thank you to John Jones and Brian Mundell for purchasing, hauling, and placing the
mulch around the church, and the beautification of the gardens. – Faith UCC
Thank you to Jan Collinson for refreshments June 27th, happy anniversary. - Faith UCC
Thank you to Pat Mundell for covering the office on Lisa’s Vacation day. - Faith UCC
Thank you to all of our outstanding worship volunteers. Our accompanist Judy Wilson
along with special music by Reagan Smiley, Lauren Kundel, Janelle Wilson-DuSavage. Our
liturgists Tom Emerick, Tim Stelzner, Linda Hardin, Pat Mundell, and Jack Hovland. Our
Streaming team: Tim Stelzner, Pat Mundell, and Althea Downing-Sherer. Our greeters: Linda Hardin & Melissa Shumaker, and ushers John Elshoff, Julie Emerick-Kundel, Mark Butterworth. Our Altar committee for June and July, Deb Hagy. Our Children’s moment leader
Beth Elshoff. Thank you to Pastor Ryan for his leadership and Sermons. Please remember to
thank our Faith volunteers when you see them on Sunday. - Faith UCC
Dear friends, I received so many lovely birthday cards and greetings from my Faith friends
in celebration of my 96th Birthday, it made it extra special. Thank you. - Barbara Woodstra
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Vacation Bible School
“Wrap Party”
Faith United
Church of Christ
3307 Mulberry Avenue
Muscatine, Iowa 52761

Sunday, July 18th
Ride the “Rocky Railway” into
the station on Sunday, July 18, for an

VOF July 2021

after-church Root Beer Float social.
This is especially for the youth and their
helpers as they wind down from this year’s
VBS, but we’ll make sure there’s enough
ice cream for adults also!

Faith United Church of Christ Open and Affirming Statement
We the members of Faith United Church of Christ declare ourselves to be an open and affirming church.
We affirm all people are individuals of sacred worth created in the image of God.
We embrace and celebrate the diversity of the human family and God's unconditional love
for ALL, including but not limited to people of all ages, races, ethnicities, cultures, genders,
gender Identities, sexual orientations, socio-economic conditions, physical, mental and
emotional abilities, faith backgrounds, nationalities, marital status, languages, and education levels.
We invite and encourage all persons into full participation by sharing in the life and leadership, ministry and fellowship, worship, sacraments, responsibilities and blessings of membership in our Faith community.
We welcome all to journey together in faith toward greater understanding, compassion
and mutual respect.
We believe that in meeting each other in Christian love, God's spirit frees us all to give, to
grow, to be ourselves, because, “No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey,
YOU ARE WELCOME HERE.”
- adopted April 7, 2019

Ways to Continue Supporting the Work of the Church
The church is more than just a building. We the people are the
church, and we will continue to find ways to be a community that
shares in the love of Christ together. To help maintain all that we do,
your monetary offerings to the church are welcome.

Our options for giving currently are:
•
•
•
•

Faith Meditation Garden -

Drop off envelopes to the locked mailbox by the front door.
Designed by John Jones
3307-with a Faith UCC sign on the box used by the church).
Send your envelopes in the mail to 3307 Mulberry, Muscatine Iowa 52761.
Talk with your bank about options to set up a direct payment account.
Use our website link to your PayPal, charge taken out for the transfer.

The 6 month pledging statements will be mailed out the first week of July. Call the office
if you do not receive yours by July 15th, and Pat Mundell will send one to you.
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